Richmond - Twickenham

TIME

rttimes.co.uk

Moving forward: Richmond Inclusive Schools Campaign chairman Jeremy Rodell has vowed to pursue the legal battle as long as a limit
can be secured on the cost of the court case

Judgement day

Catholic school campaigners granted judicial review

By Paul Teed

pteed@london.newsquest.co.uk

Opponents of the council’s
proposed new Catholic school will
get their day at the High Court.

Judge Ockleton said the British
Humanist Association (BHA) and
the Richmond Inclusive Schools
Campaign (Risc) should be al-
lowed to challenge Richmond
Council’s plans for the site in
Clifden Road, Twickenham.

The BHA, whose supporters
include comedian Stephen Fry

and author Salman Rushdie, said
the case could have huge national
implications if it wins.

Campaigners claimed the
Government’s new Education Act
meant the council first had to con-
sider proposals for an academy or
free school, which can only enrol a
maximum of 50 per cent of pupils
based on their religion.

Lord True, leader of Richmond
Council, said he was disappointed
by the High Court’s decision to
grant a judicial review, which will
look into whether the authority
acted lawfully when it approved

the Diocese of Westminster’s
plans for a new Catholic primary
and secondary school on May 24.

He said the council’s own survey
found 67 per cent of parents and
residents supported the move.

Lord True said: “T am disappoint-
ed that despite the clear, demo-
cratic decision that has been
taken by our community, the na-
tional BHA and its local acolyte,
have moved forward with their
campaign.

“This delay and uncertainty will
also be of huge concern to a large
number of parents who have

already started applying for
places for their children at either
of the schools.”

The council’s plan for a new
Catholic school, which would pri-
oritise admissions to children
from Catholic families, caused
huge controversy amid concerns
of a shortage of classroom places
across the borough.

Jeremy Rodell, spokesman for
Risc, vowed to push ahead with
the legal battle as long as it can
secure a limit on court costs.
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‘Getting involved: Six-year-old James
Joyce and his brother Alex, four, with
a banner they made with their dad

= Seamus to help back plans for a new
Catholic school in Twickenham

By Rachel Bishop

rbishop@london.newsquest.co.uk

A leading campaigner in the
fight for a new Catholic
school has said he is confident
justice will prevail in a judi-
cial review of the council’s
decision.

Seamus Joyce has two sons,
six-year-old James and four-
year-old Alex, and hopes to
send them both to the
Catholic school, in Clifden
Road, Twickenham.

The judicial review was
brought by Richmond Inclu-
sive Schools Campaign (Risc)
and the British Humanist
Association (BHA).

They claimed Richmond
Council has not acted in
accordance with the Govern-
ment’s new Education Act as
it did not consider proposals
for an academy or free school,
which can only enrol a maxi-
mum of 50 per cent of pupils

Justice will
prevail’

Confident of victory: Pro-Catholic school campaigners make their feelings clear

based on their religion.

The council said it acted
within the law.

Mr Joyce said: “As a parent
of two young boys attending a
Catholic primary school in
the borough, I was disappoint-
ed to hear my children’s
secondary schooling now
depends on the decision of
[a High Court judge].

“This is a local matter in

which people had many op-
portunities to express their
views and an overwhelming
majority supported the pro-
posal to establish a Catholic
secondary school here.

“It is a great shame that a
legal challenge supported
by the BHA is attempting to
prevent the school from
opening.

“However, I am confident

Opponents from ‘across spectrum’

Continued from front page

He said: “That’s good news
for the thousands of people
in the borough who think
that it’s wrong to use the only
currently-available site for a
state-funded school that can
turn away local children sim-
ply because of their parents’
beliefs, especially when
there’s so much competition
for high quality secondary
school places.”

He also hit back at Lord
True’s claims that members
of Risc were acolytes of the
BHA.

He said: “Lord True knows
full well that Risc supporters
come from right across the

some Catholics.

“Most supporters don’t care
about religion or humanism
but simply want good schools
open to all.”

The BHA said the hearing —
expected to start in October —
would be the first case
of campaigners legally chal-

lenging a faith school
because of religious
discrimination.

Andrew Copson, chief exec-
utive of the BHA, said:
“When proposing to establish
new state-funded schools, re-
ligious groups largely avoid
competition with other pro-
posals and instead usually ar-
range directly with councils
to open schools ‘by the back

no other choices.

“When such an arrange-
ment has been reached, pro-
posed faith schools have had
a 100 per cent success rate in
subsequently opening.

“It is time to challenge this
practice and attempt to re-
dress the imbalance in the
routes through which faith
schools and other schools can
open.”

Lord True said the High
Court case will come at a
huge cost to taxpayers in
Richmond.

He added: “As I have said be-
fore, the council will defend
our local decision against
legal action confidently and
vigorously, seeking to recoup

justice will prevail and that
the many Richmond children
who currently have to travel
to other boroughs for their
education will be able to stay
in Richmond.

“I express regret that coun-
cil taxpayers’ money has to be
spent on defending a decision
— money that would be better
spent on improving education
for all in this borough.”

Criticised: Council leader
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