
Letter to RTT 27 Sep 13 from Cllr Paul Hodgins with comments 
 

2. Council report in May 2012: “There is 

not currently a need to establish a new 

primary school to ensure a sufficiency of 

places in Twickenham.”  

Council has not yet initiated the formal 

process that would lead to a new 

primary anywhere in the borough.  

3. Matthew Paul (Head of School 

Commissioning) said Council was not 

aiming to achieve the 5-10% margin of 

surplus places recommended, on the 

basis that the Council can’t afford it. But: 

a) new schools are paid for by central 

government, not the Council 

b) he claims that forecasting primary 

demand in Richmond is “more complex 

than in other boroughs” because of the 

large private sector. Surely that degree of 

uncertainty suggests a need for the upper 

end of the recommended margin, not for 

ignoring it. 

4. As Cllr Hodgins knows, RISC’s 

argument is not against faith 

schools per se but against faith-

based admissions. One of the 

major parties (LibDems) has a 

policy for greater inclusivity in 

admissions to faith schools.  

The Green Party is a formal 

supporter of the Fair 

Admissions Campaign.  

The Government’s Coalition 

Agreement states: “We will 

ensure that all new Academies 

follow an inclusive admissions 

policy… We will work with faith 

groups to enable more faith 

schools and facilitate inclusive 

admissions policies in as many 

of these schools as possible.”  

5. The Council’s Admissions Forum: 

a) Has more representatives from 

faith schools and churches than 

from community schools. b) Meets 

to “review school admission 

arrangements within the 

borough  and arrangements in 

surrounding areas which impacts on 

borough parents and children” - so 

it is not only restricted to 

consideration of borough 

community schools, but all the 

borough schools (including church 

schools) and relevant out-of-

borough schools. c) Has no power to 

make changes. 

 

1. Wonderful. But it makes it even more iniquitous that many 

children are excluded from some of the good schools because of 

their parents’ religious practices (both genuine and opportunistic). 


