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Going head-to-head in
court over new school

By Rachel Bishop

rbishop@london.newsquest.co.uk

The public gallery was full on
the first day of the judicial re-
view into Richmond Council’s
decision process with the
Catholic school.

Proceedings began on
Thursday, November 15, and
continue today, on the case
that has been brought against
Richmond Council over the
decision process into the
school planned for the Clifden
Road site in Twickenham.

The court heard the applica-
tion from the British Humanist
Association (BHA) and co-
claimant the Richmond Inclu-
sive Schools Campaign (Risc)

What the
council says

Richmond Council be-
lieves it did act according-
ly with the law and that it
approved proposals for
two new voluntary aided
schools published by the
Diocese of Westminster
under Section 11(1A) of
the Education and Inspec-
tions Act 2006.

The Secretary of State
for Education has now ap-
plied to take part in the
judicial proceedings as an
interested party.

Michale Gove has stated
that his view is that under
the new legislation the
local authority is not
under a duty to invite pro-
posals for an academy be-
fore lawfully being able to
approve the proposal.

Day in court: Opponents of the Catholic school plan at
the Royal Courts of Justice

Richmond Council has ex-
pressed its disappointment
that the judicial review is
going ahead and leader of the
council Lord True had vowed
to get back as much of its
legal costs from BHA and Risc
as possible.

QC David Wolfe is represent-
ing BHA and Risc, while QC
Clive Lewis is representing
the council.

Only BHA’s case had been
heard by the time this paper
went to press.

QC Wolfe argued the differ-
ence between the council’s
need or want for a Catholic
school, which is central to the
argument.

He said: “The need for
Catholic places is identified as
being here and now (by the
council).

“This is a quite clear recog-
nition of a need for a Catholic
school.”

QC Wolfe said the leader of
the opposition at Richmond
Council, Councillor Stephen
Knight, had made a statement
claiming that Nick Whitfield,

director of Education, told
him there was need to move
quickly in purchasing the
Clifden Road site because
there was a need for a new
school.

QC Wolfe went on to say that
cabinet member for educa-
tion, Councillor Paul Hodgins,
said in a previous council
meeting that there was a need
for the school.

However, Justice Sales, who
is judging the case, argued
about the intent of Coun Hod-
gins’ words.

He said: “Perhaps he is say-
ing it would be a good idea.
One can talk in general
terms.”

The case was heard at the
Royal Courts of Justice in
London on November 15 and
continues today. A decision is
not expected for several
weeks.

Lord True previously said:
“The council will defend our
local decision against legal ac-
tion confidently and vigorous-
ly, seeking to recoup any
costs.

“Every penny spent on
lawyers would be money lost
to spend on the education of
all young people in the bor-
ough.”

However, both sides have
seen their potential claim for
costs capped, so the council
will spend taxpayers’ money
to contest the appeal.

In May, the council’s cabinet
agreed that the Clifden Road
site should be used for new a
Catholic primary and sec-
ondary school.

Following this decision,
BHA and Risc applied for a ju-
dicial review to look into
whether the council acted
lawfully when it considered
and approved the Diocese of
Westminster’s proposals.

What BHA
and Risc say

The BHA and Risc claimed
the council failed to com-
ply with new legislation
that requires a local au-
thority to invite proposals
for an academy if it
thought that a new school
is needed in the area.

This clause is under the
Education and Inspections
Act 2006.

Both the groups believed
the council did not do this
because the Catholic dio-
cese wanted the sec-
ondary and primary
schools to select almost
100 per cent of their
pupils on religious
grounds, while free
schools can only select up
to 50 per cent of pupils on
the basis of religion.

“Mindless hooligans” have
torn up flower beds and
strewn them around the new
Diamond Jubilee Gardens, in
what has been described as
“abhorrent” behaviour.

Residents and councillors
have expressed outrage at the
vandalism, which is the first
of its kind since the gardens
were officially opened by
Princess Alexandra in June
this year.

The gardens, located in a
prime spot overlooking the
Thames, were opened to the
public following six months of
intensive on-site work to
transform the former Twick-
enham Lido, after 30 years of
neglect.

Councillor Virginia Morris,
Richmond Council’s cabinet
member for environment,

Vandals trash new gardens

said: “This shocking be-
haviour from these individu-
als is abhorrent, and it’s
extremely sad that all the
hard work and time which
was invested into creating
these lovely gardens for the
community has been spoiled
in such a needless way.”

The contractor responsible
for maintaining the gardens
has been to the site to assess
what can be salvaged from the
damage, and will return later
in the week to carry out the
necessary works to return
the gardens to their original
appearance.

The council urge anyone
who has any information
about this incident to come
forward and contact the coun-
cil’s parks team on
parks@richmond.gov.uk.

Damaged: Flower beds were ripped-up at the new Dia-
mond Jubilee Gardens in Twickenham Riverside
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