SAMPLE EMAIL TO LOCAL COUNCILLORS

Subject: INCLUSIVE SCHOOLS PETITION

Dear       ,

Following Lord True's announcement that the newly-purchased Clifden Road school site will be offered to the Catholic Church for a Voluntary Aided (VA) secondary school, there has been a huge growth in support for the Richmond Inclusive Schools campaign. In just 4 weeks - in the middle of the holiday period - over 1100 people have signed a petition asking the council to "ensure that every state-funded school opening in the borough from now on is inclusive, so that no child can be denied a place in a good local school because of the religion or belief of their parents". And the number is growing every day. The petition will be formally presented at the Council meeting on 13th September.

The petition does not say anything about Catholic schools, or faith schools - in fact half of the Church of England primary schools in the country would meet this requirement. It's simply about fairness, and it applies to everyone, including children of Catholics (many of whom suffer as a result of the linked schools scheme). 

Adequate provision of places at high quality inclusive schools would help all except the small number of Catholic parents who are so devout that they would still want their children to attend a Catholic school even if places at good local schools were available. And they would still have that choice.

If the Catholic VA school goes ahead, it will simply shift children from the 8 existing Catholic schools within 5 miles of the centre of the borough to the new one in Twickenham. That will free-up places at out-of-borough Catholic schools, but make little or no contribution to alleviating the rapidly increasing pressure on secondary places in Richmond. And it will be effectively closed to non-Catholics. It's hard to see how that can make sense. 

But the core of this is basic fairness. Will you support the petition asking the council to ensure that no child can be denied a place in a good local school because of the religion or belief of their parents? You can sign it at http://tinyurl.com/riscpetition1 . If not, please can you explain why.

