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About the Accord Coalition 
 
The Accord Coalition is a campaign coalition, launched in 2008, which brings together a wide range of 
organisations, both religious and non-religious, that are concerned that restrictive legislation around 
admissions, employment and the curriculum in state funded faith schools can serve to undermine 
community cohesion, discriminate against pupils, families and staff on religious grounds and not 
adequately prepare children for life in our increasingly diverse society. 
 
Accord’s growing list of members and supporters includes the Association of Teachers and Lecturers, the 
British Humanist Association, the Christian think tank Ekklesia, the British Muslims for Secular Democracy, 
The General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches, the race equality think tank The 
Runnymede Trust, as well as members from the four largest groupings in parliament. 
 
 
 

Introduction  

The scope of evidence surveyed is wide and cannot easily be summarised, and although the Accord 
Coalition does not endorse the evidence contained here [excluding two opinion polls it has commissioned], 
it repeatedly gives cause for concern about the way that many faith schools operate, and the consequences 
of this for wider society.  
 
The polls and surveys in the report also demonstrate that many members of the public have similar 
concerns as Accord, which is convinced that only legislative change will bring about an education system 
free from religious discrimination and where schools are suitable for all children, regardless of their 
background. 
 
This document has been produced to help researchers, journalists, campaigners, legislators and members 
of the public to find information about the policy implications of state funded faith schools and their 
practices. The aim is to bring together and summarise high quality research from reliable sources, and this 
databank will be continually updated with new information over time, so please revisit the Accord website 
in future to find out more about the latest research. 
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With the exception of a report by the Runnymede Trust on page 27, a table of information by the British 
Humanist Association on page 40 and polls in 2009 and 2010 commissioned by the Accord Coalition from 
YouGov [itself a respected member of the British Polling Council] all evidence in the report is from sources 
independent of Accord and its members.  
 
The evidence is also recent - all of it dates from 2001 or later and the majority was produced in the last 
three years. The research and information has been organised below in reverse chronological order into 
the nine following categories: 
 

 Faith schools impact upon social and community cohesion  

 Standards and attainment in faith schools 

 Discrimination in admissions  

 Discrimination in employment 

 Homophobia and LGBT equality  

 The curriculum (Religious Education, Collective Worship, Sex and Relationships Education) 

 Stance of other groups on faith schools and issues of religion in education 

 Opinion polls 

 Other statistical and general information on faith schools 
 
If you would like any further information about the contents of the report, about faith schools policy more 
generally or are aware of any research that should be included in future versions of this databank then 
please contact Paul Pettinger (Coordinator of the Accord Coalition) on 0207 462 4990 or by email to 
paul@accordcoalition.org.uk.  
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1. Faith schools impact upon social and community cohesion  
 
 

Oldham lives: still parallel or converging?, by Simon Burgess and Rich 
Harris of the University of Bristol’s Centre for Market and Public Organisation for the journal 

Research in Public Policy (May 2011) 
 
 
Continued ethnic segregation in English schools 

 
The authors found that since Oldham was rocked by race riots in 2001 there was ‘little evidence of change’ 
in terms of the ‘very high’ levels of ethnic segregation in the town’s schools, even though ‘bold measures’ 
had been undertaken since them to improve ethnic mixing in schools including the local authority had 
taken the ‘step of merging and re-opening some of its most ethnically segregated schools, and has moved 
others to different areas to seek a mixed intake’. 
 
The author’s suggested the ongoing segregation could be caused by attitudes in the town that have 
prevented greater mixing in schools, but also because the of the ‘... prevalence of faith based schools ... 
[that include] demonstrable practice of a faith among their admissions criteria’.  
 
Even more worryingly, the academics observed how their research showed that ‘... over England as a 
whole, there has been essentially no change in levels of ethnic segregation over the last ten years’.  
 
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cmpo/publications/other/oldhambulletinarticle.pdf  

 
 

 
Faith Schools We Can Believe In: Ensuring that tolerant and democratic values are upheld in 
every part of Britain’s education system, by Bald J, Harber A, Robinson N and Schiff E for the 

Policy Exchange (November 2010) 
 
 
Combating extremism in faith schools 
 
“Policy Exchange believes that Britain’s faith schools – and other schools – are increasingly vulnerable to 
extremist influences: 

 Our education system – the Department for Education, Ofsted, independent inspectorates, 
education authorities and schools – is not equipped to meet such challenges. 

 Current due diligence checks are piecemeal, partial and lack in-depth expertise. Vital work is 
contracted out to private companies. 

  The Coalition Government’s policy of opening up the education system to new academies and Free 
Schools programmes could be exploited unless urgent measures are taken to counter extremist 
influence. 

 Britain lags behind other liberal European democracies in addressing these problems in schools.  
 

http://www.bristol.ac.uk/cmpo/publications/other/oldhambulletinarticle.pdf


This study proposes key structural, legislative and contractual changes to the way in which both the 
Department for Education and Ofsted do their work: 

 The current, inadequate counter-extremism mechanisms and due diligence checks, especially on 
new schools providers and bodies, should be replaced by a centralised and dedicated Due Diligence 
Unit (DDU). 

 The DDU should be based within the Department for Education and be accountable directly to the 
Secretary of State. This would recruit staff with relevant skills from across the public sector and 
become a centre of expertise. The DDU should train Ofsted inspectors and other stakeholders in 
how to monitor schools. 

 Those seeking to set up new schools – including parents, charities, governors, companies and 
senior management – should be assessed both in the start up phase and thereafter. 

 New primary and secondary legislation should be passed to make it harder for extremists to 
engage in political indoctrination of children. Existing legislation should be better enforced. 

 A commitment to core British values of democracy, tolerance and patriotism should be part of the 
ethos of every school and incorporated into new contracts for academies and Free School 
providers. 

 Narrative British history should be a compulsory part of the school curriculum. 

 The smaller independent inspectorates with an explicitly confessional mission should be rolled into 
Ofsted to ensure both quality and uniformity of provision.” 

 
http://www.policyexchange.org.uk/publications/publication.cgi?id=216  

 
 

 
Strong schools for strong communities: Reviewing the impact of Church of England schools in 

promoting community cohesion (November, 2009) 
 
Promotion of community cohesion in state funded schools 
 
This research looked at Ofsted Inspection judgments relating to the contribution that different types of 
schools made towards promoting ‘Community Cohesion’. It found that secondary schools with a religious 
character were on average graded higher by Ofsted on community cohesion than schools without a 
religious character. The same research found no difference between the Ofsted Inspection judgments of 
different types of school at primary level.  
 
The Accord Coalition argues that this research is flawed since the inspection criteria used by Ofsted take no 
account of school’s admissions policies or of the Religious Education provided in faith schools. Admissions 
and the RE syllabus are frequently considered among the most important issues around faith schools and 
community cohesion.  
 
http://www.churchofengland.org/media/1204726/strong%20schools%20for%20strong%20communities%2
0-%20cofe%20report%20final.pdf  
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The Cantle Report into Community Cohesion in Blackburn with Darwen (Interim Findings), (May, 
2009) 

 
Ethnic segregation in Blackburn schools 
 
The report states that although the cohesion initiatives undertaken in Blackburn’s schools in accordance 
with their legal duty to promote community cohesion are “positive” and “imaginative”, they are 
insufficient. The “level of segregation in schools is high, growing and more extensive than the level of 
residential segregation would suggest”, with a number of faith schools “a particular issue”. Although the 
report calls on faith schools to “reconsider their admission policies in light of the impact on cohesion”, 
some schools in the town made clear that they did not intend to change their polices. Without legislative 
change they cannot be compelled to.  
 
http://www.lancashiretelegraph.co.uk/news/blackburn/4351026.Cantle_report__Read_the_interim_repor
t_in_full/  
 
At the launch of the report, Prof Cantle stated that faith schools with religious admission requirements are 
“automatically a source of division” in the town.  
 
http://www.lancashiretelegraph.co.uk/news/4351852.Cantle_report__Blackburn_a_divided_town/  
 
 

 

Church going and social class, by Tearfund (January, 2009) 
 

Religious admission policies an automatic source of social division 

 
A 2009 Tearfund survey found that 26% of British people attend church at least once a year, with “AB social 
class (34%) and owner occupiers without a mortgage (32%) among the groups overrepresented and “C2 
social class (21%); DE social class (22%); single people (19%) and council tenants (19%)” among those 
underrepresented.  
 
It should also be noted that only 15% of adults attend church at least every month, but many school 
admissions policies require regular church attendance at a particular church over the course of several 
years. In an oversubscribed school, such policies will inevitably select out all but the most religious and/or 
most organised and determined parents  
 
http://accordcoalition.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Tearfund-churchgoing-survey-in-word.htm   
 

 

 
Identities in Transition: A Longitudinal Study of Immigrant Children, by Rupert Brown, Adam 

Rutland & Charles Watters from the Universities of Sussex and Kent (2008) 
 

Positive effect of mixed schooling upon community cohesion and mutual understanding 

http://www.lancashiretelegraph.co.uk/news/blackburn/4351026.Cantle_report__Read_the_interim_report_in_full/
http://www.lancashiretelegraph.co.uk/news/blackburn/4351026.Cantle_report__Read_the_interim_report_in_full/
http://www.lancashiretelegraph.co.uk/news/4351852.Cantle_report__Blackburn_a_divided_town/
http://accordcoalition.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Tearfund-churchgoing-survey-in-word.htm


 
“Third, the effects of school diversity were consistent, most evidently on social relations: higher self-
esteem, fewer peer problems and more cross-group friendships. Such findings show that school ethnic 
composition can significantly affect the promotion of positive intergroup attitudes. These findings speak 
against policies promoting single faith schools, since such policies are likely to lead to reduced ethnic 
diversity in schools.” 

 
http://accordcoalition.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/Identities-in-Transition.-A-Longitudinal-Study-
of-Immigrant-Children.pdf 
 
 

 
Social Capital, Diversity and Education Policy, by Professor Irene Bruegel of the London South 

Bank University Families & Social Capital ESRC Research Group (August 2006) 
 
Positive effect of mixed schooling upon community cohesion and mutual understanding 
 
“The key findings were that: 
 

 Friendship at primary schools can, and does, cross ethnic and faith divides wherever children have 
the opportunity to make friends from different backgrounds. 

 At that age, in such schools, children are not highly conscious of racial differences and are largely 
unaware of the religion of their friends. 

 The positive benefits of mixed primary schooling particularly for white children, extend into the 
early years of secondary school. 

 There was some evidence that parents learned to respect people from other backgrounds as a 
result of their children’s experiences in mixed schools. 

 The ethnic mix of primary schools can vary within local catchment areas and  

 Parental prejeudices [sic], allied to a rhetoric of choice, reduce the chances of children from 
different backgrounds being in the same primary class. 

 In the areas we studied this was particularly true of Catholic schools. 

 Muslim children separated school and home more than other children, but their Muslim school 
friends did not come home with them any more than their other friends. 

 The process of secondary school transfer affects behaviour and inter-racial relations as children 
react to a sense of rejection (discussed in Weller forthcoming 2007) 

 Secondary school transfer processes also tended to disrupt pre-existing inter-ethnic friendships 
more than others. 

 Children in non-denominational secondary schools from all ethnic backgrounds were largely 
opposed to ‘faith’ schools. 

 In the one case we studied, primary school twinning had little positive effect on white children’s 
attitudes, fuelling indeed their community’s sense of losing out on investment. 

 
We conclude by arguing that day-to-day contact between children has far more chance of breaking down 
barriers between communities, than school twinning and sporting encounters. 
This is in line with the thrust of social psychology research on prejudice which emphasises the importance 
of establishing contact between equals. 

http://accordcoalition.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/Identities-in-Transition.-A-Longitudinal-Study-of-Immigrant-Children.pdf
http://accordcoalition.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/Identities-in-Transition.-A-Longitudinal-Study-of-Immigrant-Children.pdf


 
We therefore think that if it is to address its remit effectively, the Commission on Cohesion and 
Integration should consider: 
 

 How far policies of enhanced school choice and the retention of existing faith schools have 
hindered integration 

 How policies and processes within schools help or hinder the respect and understanding pupils 
have for one another, with particular regard to the attitudes of white children 

 How best to ensure that local examples of school twinning and informal contact are independently 
and systematically evaluated for their impact on attitudes and behaviour. 

 How the educational outcomes for white children from traditionally poor achieving backgrounds 
might be enhanced by learning alongside children from high aspiring ethnic groups 

 How any such positive benefits should be more broadly communicated.” 

 
http://www.lsbu.ac.uk/families/publications/SCDiversityEdu28.8.06.pdf 
 
 

 

Oldham Independent Review Report 2001 (The Richie Report) 
 
Positive effect of mixed schooling upon community cohesion and mutual understanding 
 
The report commissioned by the government, Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council and the local police 
authority in the aftermath of the 2001 riots.  
 
“Educational mixing: This is closely linked to residential, and in our view it is desirable in principle that as 
many schools as possible, should have mixed intake so that children growing up can learn one another’s 
customs and cultural backgrounds and accept that stereotypes and racism are unacceptable.” (p7) 
 
“Three faith secondary schools (Blue Coat, Crompton House and Our Lady’s) admit no Muslims. This is 
divisive and in our view between 15% and 20% of places should be open to pupils of non-Christian 
backgrounds.” (p11) 
 
http://image.guardian.co.uk/sys-files/Guardian/documents/2001/12/11/Oldhamindependentreview.pdf  
 
 

 

The Cantle Report (2001) 
 

Community Cohesion: A Report by the Independent Review Team chaired by Ted Cantle 
 
This much publicised report 2001 report was published after the riots in Bradford, Oldham and Burnley. 
One of its key recommendations was that faith schools reserve at least 25% of their places for those of 
different beliefs. (Pages 33, 34, 37 and 50) 
 

http://www.lsbu.ac.uk/families/publications/SCDiversityEdu28.8.06.pdf
http://image.guardian.co.uk/sys-files/Guardian/documents/2001/12/11/Oldhamindependentreview.pdf


http://image.guardian.co.uk/sys-files/Guardian/documents/2001/12/11/communitycohesionreport.pdf 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://image.guardian.co.uk/sys-files/Guardian/documents/2001/12/11/communitycohesionreport.pdf


2. Standards and attainment in faith schools 
 
 

Office of the Schools Adjudicator Annual report (November 2010) 
 
Social selection in faith schools due to religious criteria in pupil admissions 
 
Among the functions of the Office of the Schools Adjudicator is the determination of the outcome of 
complaints about the admission arrangements in state maintained schools in England. In his 2010 annual 
report the Chief Schools Adjudicator, Dr Ian Craig, found that religious admissions criteria at some faith 
schools indirectly helped pupils from particular backgrounds over others. 
 
In interview upon release of his report Dr Craig observed that: 
 
“... generally, you might have in a middle class area a lot of women who aren't going to work who might be 
able to go in and clean the church. It may well be in a more working class area there isn't that ability. We've 
come across some issues where that sort of thing, we feel, benefits the white middle class area and doesn't 
necessarily benefit some of the immigrant children that might live in the community ... I don't generally 
think we've come across schools that have done that to skew their intake specifically, but our view is it has 
been skewing the intake.''  
 
In his report Dr Craig noted the following: 
 
“Issues have arisen again this year involving Voluntary Aided schools and diocesan authorities that are 
using faith criteria and associated points systems that fall outside this description, for example relating to 
involvement in activities that are beyond those that could reasonably be expected as part of religious 
membership or practise.” 

 

“The main area of non-compliance [for primary schools that are their own admissions authority] regards 
clarity about how an admission authority will objectively ascertain whether a child meets faith related 
admissions criteria. This is especially so in relation to some Church of England schools. Unclear references 
are made to the importance of membership of a faith, the existence of links between a family and a church, 
being a practising member of a faith, regular attendance at services, commitment, support for a Christian 
ethos, and commitment to faiths other than that in the school’s formal designation ... all of this is confusing 
to parents and is an area which would benefit from much clearer definitions.” 
 

“In addition, a small number of [primary] faith schools [that are their own admissions authority] have a 
requirement that applicants demonstrate involvement in church activities beyond those that could 
reasonably be expected as part of religious membership or practice, as part of their faith based criterion. 
This is in breach of the *Schools Admissions+ Code (para 1.78e).” 

 

“main issues in relation to secondary OAAs [secondary schools that are their own admissions authority 
included] ...  complex, points based oversubscription criteria, usually in ‘faith’ schools, that are not directly 
related to religious observance or practice and/or unlikely to be easily understood by parents”. 
 
http://www.schoolsadjudicator.gov.uk/RMS_upload/Annual%20Report%202009-103.pdf 
 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/8102227/Faith-schools-skewing-admissions-rules.html
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Mapping the field: A review of the current research evidence on the impact of schools with a 
Christian Ethos (2009) 

 
Influence of Christian ethos on school performance 
 
This paper by the Christian think-tank Theos and Christian educational charity The Stapleford Centre 
reviewed existing literature to assess whether the Christian ethos of schools had a measurable effect on 
their performance.  
 
The researchers found some grounds to think that Christian schools have a positive impact, but cautioned 
that the evidence is “very limited” and that it is difficult to distinguish between the effect of schools and 
the impact that home and the family might have. 
 
Trevor Cooling, the research supervisor for the report said: 
“Given the high level of investment in Christian-ethos schools on the part of government, churches, 
religious organisations, and parents, the lack of available evidence is a cause of concern”. 
 
The report’s main call is for more research to be done into the impact that Church schools have. The 
Accord Coalition argued that it is wrong to have a system which allows widespread discrimination if there is 
little proof that it is needed.  
 
http://campaigndirector.moodia.com/Client/Theos/Files/Mappingthefield.pdf 
 

 

 
Can Competition Improve School Standards? The Case of Faith Schools in England, by Dr 

Rebecca Allen and Dr Anna Vignoles (April, 2009) 
 
Impact of faith schools upon the standards of the wider state school system 
 
Abstract 
This paper measures the extent to which the presence of religious state-funded secondary schools in 
England impacts on the educational experiences of pupils who attend neighbouring schools, whether 
through school effort induced by competition or changes in peer groups induced by sorting. National 
administrative data is used to estimate pupil test score growth models between the ages of 11 and 16, with 
instrumental variable methods employed to avoid confounding the direct causal effect of religious schools. 
It finds significant evidence that religious schools are associated with higher levels of pupil sorting across 
schools, but no evidence that competition from faith schools raises area-wide pupil attainment. [bold our 
emphasis] 
 
http://eprints.ncrm.ac.uk/1292/ 
 

http://campaigndirector.moodia.com/Client/Theos/Files/Mappingthefield.pdf
http://eprints.ncrm.ac.uk/1292/


Soon after publication of her joint report Dr Rebecca Allen wrote the following opinion piece for the 
Guardian: http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/belief/2009/apr/23/religion-faithschools 
  
 

 

Faith Schools: Admissions and Performance (March, 2009) by the House of Commons Library 
 

A review of the evidence on the relationship between admissions and performance in faith schools 
 
“Recent research on primary schools suggests that performance difference can largely be explained by 
prior attainment and background. The remaining differences are due to parental self-selection and 
selection methods used by some faith schools.  
 
Further analysis of GCSE results shows a different pattern of results for faith and non-faith schools with 
similar governance arrangements and control over admissions. Non-faith schools perform better in certain 
categories, faith schools do best in others and there is no clear difference in some.” P2 
 
“Overall faith schools have a lower proportion of pupils with SEN [special educational needs]. In 2008 
1.2% of pupils at mainstream state faith schools had statemented SEN and 15.9% unstatemented. This 
compares to 1.7% statemented and 18.9% unstatemented schools with no religious character.” [bold our 
emphasis] P5  
 
http://www.parliament.uk/briefingpapers/commons/lib/research/briefings/snsg-04405.pdf 
 
 

 
RISE and LSE: Secondary school admissions in England: Policy and practice, by Prof. Anne West, 

Eleanor Barham and Audrey Hind (March, 2009) 
 

Covert social selection in faith schools due to religious criteria in pupil admissions 
 
“Admissions criteria for community and voluntary controlled schools are, in the main, clear, objective and 
relatively simple for parents/carers to understand. The situation is different with voluntary aided schools 
where there can be a high number of criteria relating to religion and religious practice, creating difficulties 
for parents/carers and allowing scope for discretion in many cases. There is a case for a simplified 
procedure for determining religion and religious practice.” 

 

 http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2009/apr/18/faith-schools-standards-failing  

 http://www.risetrust.org.uk/Secondary.pdf  
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Faith Primary Schools: Better Schools or Better Pupils? By Stephen Gibbons and Olmo Sliva, 
London School of Economics (March, 2009) 

 
The relationship between admissions and performance in faith schools 
 
“ABSTRACT 
We provide estimates for the effect of attending a Faith school on educational achievement using a census 
of primary school pupils in England. We argue that there are no credible instruments for Faith school 
attendance in this context. Instead, we partially control for selection into religious schooling by tracking 
pupils over time and comparing attainments of students who exhibit different levels of commitment to 
religious education through their choice of secondary school and residence. Using this approach, we find 
only a small advantage from Faith primary schooling, worth about 1 percentile on age-11 test scores. 
 
Moreover, this is linked to autonomous admissions and governance arrangements, and not to religious 
character of the schools. We then go on to show that our estimates vary substantially across pupil 
subgroups that exhibit different levels of sorting on observable characteristics into Faith schooling, and 
provide bounds on what the ‘Faith school effect’ would be in the absence of sorting and selection. Pupils 
with a high degree of observable sorting into Faith schools have an age-11 test score advantage of up to 2.7 
percentiles. On the other hand, pupils showing a very low degree of sorting on observables have zero or 
negative gains. It appears that most of the apparent advantage of faith school education in England can 
be explained by differences between the pupils who attend these schools and those who do not.” *bold 
our emphasis] 
 
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/Delivery.cfm/dp4089.pdf?abstractid=1369835&mirid=2  
 
 

This research is also appears in section 1 
 

Church going and social class, by Tearfund (January, 2009) 
 

Religious admission policies favour those from higher socio-economic backgrounds 

 
A 2009 Tearfund survey found that 26% of British people attend church at least once a year, with “AB social 
class (34%) and owner occupiers without a mortgage (32%) among the groups overrepresented and “C2 
social class (21%); DE social class (22%); single people (19%) and council tenants (19%)” among those 
underrepresented.  
 
It should also be noted that only 15% of adults attend church at least every month, but many school 
admissions policies require regular church attendance at a particular church over the course of several 
years. In an oversubscribed school, such policies will inevitably select out all but the most religious and/or 
most organised and determined parents  
 
http://accordcoalition.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Tearfund-churchgoing-survey-in-word.htm   
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Prof. West and Dr Allen’s evidence to Children Schools and Families Select Committee  

(March, 2008) 
 
Social segregation due to religious discrimination in pupil admissions 
 
Dr Rebecca Allen: 
 
 “In my most recent research-I have written a paper on England, and a separate paper with Anne West on 
London-I was able to show that religious schools have higher ability and lower free school meal intakes 
compared with the neighbourhoods in which they are located. To give you an idea of the magnitude of 
those effects, if we take a community school and a voluntary-aided religious school, both located in a 
neighbourhood with exactly the same levels of deprivation, the community school is likely to have about 
50% more free school meal children than the voluntary-aided school. There are big regional differences; 
the differences between voluntary-aided and community schools are very marked in London and quite 
marked in the north-west, but the differences are much less in the rest of the country. Interestingly, I have 
also looked at foundation schools. Although they are located in relatively affluent parts of the country, on 
the whole they look much more like community schools than voluntary-aided religious schools in terms of 
their intake, relative to the neighbourhoods within which they are located. Part of my research links to 
Anne West's. She has completed surveys of school admissions policies, and I have been able to match the 
data that I have produced with her data sets on school admissions policies. We are trying to look at the 
association between particular types of admission criteria, and the extent to which schools have 
advantaged intakes. We can show that there really is a direct correlation between the number of 
potentially selective admissions criteria that schools use, and the extent to which their intakes are 
advantaged.” [bold our emphasis] 
 
Prof. Anne West: 
 
“We were not able to look at [methods most frequently deployed to select covertly under the old code] 
individually because each of them tended to be used in small proportions. We came up with the notion of 
criteria that were covertly selective or that allowed the potential to be selective. There was a range of such 
criteria. A lot of them were quite subjective, and some were still in place for 2005 admissions. There were 
criteria that allowed a degree of subjectivity and some that gave priority to certain groups of children, such 
as those whose parents attended the school, who had links to governors, and former siblings at the school. 
The criteria could include compassionate factors or recommendations. There is a huge list of such criteria.” 
 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmselect/cmchilsch/c311-iii/c31102.htm  
 
 

 
School Admissions Report: Fair choice for parents and pupils, from the IPPR, by Sarah Tough and 

Richard Brookes (June, 2007) 
 
Social segregation due to religious discrimination in pupil admissions 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmselect/cmchilsch/c311-iii/c31102.htm


“Gordon Brown and David Cameron are being urged not to extend the number of Academies and Trust 
schools without making their admissions procedures fairer. New research, published by the Institute for 
Public Policy Research (ippr) shows that secondary schools which are their own admission authorities are 
much less representative of their local area. ippr argues that schools have no reason to be their own 
admissions authorities, other than to select students by ability or socio-economic background. 
With both Labour and Conservative policy committed to increasing the number of Academies and Trust 
schools, ippr warns that Labour’s efforts to strengthen the Admissions Code of Practice and the 
Conservatives’ new opposition to expanding grammar schools is not enough to prevent selection in state 
schools. 
 
ippr’s report cites research that shows: 

 Faith schools which are their own admission authorities are ten times more likely to be highly 
unrepresentative of their surrounding area than faith schools where the local authority is the 
admission authority.  

 Non-religious schools which are their own admissions authorities are six times more likely to be 
highly unrepresentative of their surrounding area than community schools for whom the local 
authority is the admission authority.  
 

Overall, secondary schools are twice as segregated by ability than they would be if they took the pupils 
living nearest to the school. ippr’s report also cites strong evidence of ‘peer effects’ on individual student 
performance and evidence that high levels of social segregation are associated with lower results overall.” 
 
https://www.ippr.org.uk/pressreleases/?id=2728  
https://www.ippr.org.uk/members/download.asp?f=/ecomm/files/schooladmissions.pdf&a=skip  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ippr.org.uk/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=546
https://www.ippr.org.uk/pressreleases/?id=2728
https://www.ippr.org.uk/members/download.asp?f=/ecomm/files/schooladmissions.pdf&a=skip


3. Discrimination in admissions 
 
This research also appears in section 2 
 

Office of the Schools Adjudicator Annual report (November 2010) 
 
Religious admission policies favour those from higher socio-economic backgrounds 
 
Among the functions of the Office of the Schools Adjudicator is the determination of the outcome of 
complaints about the admission arrangements in state maintained schools in England. In his 2010 annual 
report the Chief Schools Adjudicator, Dr Ian Craig, found that religious admissions criteria at some faith 
schools indirectly helped pupils from particular backgrounds over others. 
 
In interview upon release of his report Dr Craig observed that: 
 
“... generally, you might have in a middle class area a lot of women who aren't going to work who might be 
able to go in and clean the church. It may well be in a more working class area there isn't that ability. We've 
come across some issues where that sort of thing, we feel, benefits the white middle class area and doesn't 
necessarily benefit some of the immigrant children that might live in the community ... I don't generally 
think we've come across schools that have done that to skew their intake specifically, but our view is it has 
been skewing the intake.''  
 
In his report Dr Craig noted the following: 
 
“Issues have arisen again this year involving Voluntary Aided schools and diocesan authorities that are 
using faith criteria and associated points systems that fall outside this description, for example relating to 
involvement in activities that are beyond those that could reasonably be expected as part of religious 
membership or practise.” 

 

“The main area of non-compliance [for primary schools that are their own admissions authority] regards 
clarity about how an admission authority will objectively ascertain whether a child meets faith related 
admissions criteria. This is especially so in relation to some Church of England schools. Unclear references 
are made to the importance of membership of a faith, the existence of links between a family and a church, 
being a practising member of a faith, regular attendance at services, commitment, support for a Christian 
ethos, and commitment to faiths other than that in the school’s formal designation ... all of this is confusing 
to parents and is an area which would benefit from much clearer definitions.” 
 

“In addition, a small number of [primary] faith schools [that are their own admissions authority] have a 
requirement that applicants demonstrate involvement in church activities beyond those that could 
reasonably be expected as part of religious membership or practice, as part of their faith based criterion. 
This is in breach of the *Schools Admissions+ Code (para 1.78e).” 

 

“main issues in relation to secondary OAAs [secondary schools that are their own admissions authority 
included] ...  complex, points based oversubscription criteria, usually in ‘faith’ schools, that are not directly 
related to religious observance or practice and/or unlikely to be easily understood by parents”. 
 
http://www.schoolsadjudicator.gov.uk/RMS_upload/Annual%20Report%202009-103.pdf 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/educationnews/8102227/Faith-schools-skewing-admissions-rules.html
http://www.schoolsadjudicator.gov.uk/RMS_upload/Annual%20Report%202009-103.pdf


 

Unlocking the gates: Giving disadvantaged children a fairer deal in school admissions, By 
Barnardo’s Policy and Research Unit (August 2010) 

 
Discrimination against recent Catholic immigrants in admissions at Catholic faith schools 
 
‘Barnardo’s services in Bradford and Luton have found themselves advising increasing numbers of newly 
arrived eastern European families in recent years. While these families are often devout Catholics, so wish 
their children to attend a faith school, they can struggle to meet the priority admissions criteria for local 
Catholic secondary schools. In Luton for example, some have only recently arrived or have moved around 
the city and therefore have not had consistent enough attendance at a particular church to be able to gain 
the required reference from a priest; others are denied admission because they failed to gain entry 
(particularly if they arrived mid-year) into a Catholic primary school which operates as a ‘feeder’ to the 
secondary school.’ 
 
http://www.barnardos.org.uk/unlocking_the_gates.pdf 

 

This research also appears in section 2 
 
RISE and LSE: Secondary school admissions in England: Policy and practice, by Prof. Anne West, 

Eleanor Barham and Audrey Hind (March, 2009) 
 

Religious admission policies favour those from higher socio-economic backgrounds 
 
“Admissions criteria for community and voluntary controlled schools are, in the main, clear, objective and 
relatively simple for parents/carers to understand. The situation is different with voluntary aided schools 
where there can be a high number of criteria relating to religion and religious practice, creating difficulties 
for parents/carers and allowing scope for discretion in many cases. There is a case for a simplified 
procedure for determining religion and religious practice.” 

 

 http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2009/apr/18/faith-schools-standards-failing  

 http://www.risetrust.org.uk/Secondary.pdf  
 
  

This research also appears in section 2 
 

Prof. West and Dr Allen’s evidence to Children Schools and Families Select Committee  
(March, 2008) 

 
Religious admission policies favour those from higher socio-economic backgrounds 
 
Dr Rebecca Allen: 
 

http://www.barnardos.org.uk/unlocking_the_gates.pdf
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2009/apr/18/faith-schools-standards-failing
http://www.risetrust.org.uk/Secondary.pdf


 “In my most recent research-I have written a paper on England, and a separate paper with Anne West on 
London-I was able to show that religious schools have higher ability and lower free school meal intakes 
compared with the neighbourhoods in which they are located. To give you an idea of the magnitude of 
those effects, if we take a community school and a voluntary-aided religious school, both located in a 
neighbourhood with exactly the same levels of deprivation, the community school is likely to have about 
50% more free school meal children than the voluntary-aided school. There are big regional differences; 
the differences between voluntary-aided and community schools are very marked in London and quite 
marked in the north-west, but the differences are much less in the rest of the country. Interestingly, I have 
also looked at foundation schools. Although they are located in relatively affluent parts of the country, on 
the whole they look much more like community schools than voluntary-aided religious schools in terms of 
their intake, relative to the neighbourhoods within which they are located. Part of my research links to 
Anne West's. She has completed surveys of school admissions policies, and I have been able to match the 
data that I have produced with her data sets on school admissions policies. We are trying to look at the 
association between particular types of admission criteria, and the extent to which schools have 
advantaged intakes. We can show that there really is a direct correlation between the number of 
potentially selective admissions criteria that schools use, and the extent to which their intakes are 
advantaged.” [bold our emphasis] 
 
Prof. Anne West: 
 
“We were not able to look at [methods most frequently deployed to select covertly under the old code] 
individually because each of them tended to be used in small proportions. We came up with the notion of 
criteria that were covertly selective or that allowed the potential to be selective. There was a range of such 
criteria. A lot of them were quite subjective, and some were still in place for 2005 admissions. There were 
criteria that allowed a degree of subjectivity and some that gave priority to certain groups of children, such 
as those whose parents attended the school, who had links to governors, and former siblings at the school. 
The criteria could include compassionate factors or recommendations. There is a huge list of such criteria.” 
 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmselect/cmchilsch/c311-iii/c31102.htm  
 
 

 
This research also appears in section 2 
 
School Admissions Report: Fair choice for parents and pupils, from the IPPR, by Sarah Tough and 

Richard Brookes (June, 2007) 
 
Religious admission policies favour those from higher socio-economic backgrounds 
 
“Gordon Brown and David Cameron are being urged not to extend the number of Academies and Trust 
schools without making their admissions procedures fairer. New research, published by the Institute for 
Public Policy Research (ippr) shows that secondary schools which are their own admission authorities are 
much less representative of their local area. ippr argues that schools have no reason to be their own 
admissions authorities, other than to select students by ability or socio-economic background. [bold our 
emphasis] 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200708/cmselect/cmchilsch/c311-iii/c31102.htm
https://www.ippr.org.uk/publicationsandreports/publication.asp?id=546


With both Labour and Conservative policy committed to increasing the number of Academies and Trust 
schools, ippr warns that Labour’s efforts to strengthen the Admissions Code of Practice and the 
Conservatives’ new opposition to expanding grammar schools is not enough to prevent selection in state 
schools. 
 
ippr’s report cites research that shows: 

 Faith schools which are their own admission authorities are ten times more likely to be highly 
unrepresentative of their surrounding area than faith schools where the local authority is the 
admission authority.  

 Non-religious schools which are their own admissions authorities are six times more likely to be 
highly unrepresentative of their surrounding area than community schools for whom the local 
authority is the admission authority.  
 

Overall, secondary schools are twice as segregated by ability than they would be if they took the pupils 
living nearest to the school. ippr’s report also cites strong evidence of ‘peer effects’ on individual student 
performance and evidence that high levels of social segregation are associated with lower results overall.” 
 
https://www.ippr.org.uk/pressreleases/?id=2728  
https://www.ippr.org.uk/members/download.asp?f=/ecomm/files/schooladmissions.pdf&a=skip  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ippr.org.uk/pressreleases/?id=2728
https://www.ippr.org.uk/members/download.asp?f=/ecomm/files/schooladmissions.pdf&a=skip


4. Discrimination in employment 
  

16th Annual Report: The State of the Labour Market for Senior Staff in Schools in England and 
Wales, by Professor John Howson & Dr Almut Sprigade for The National Association of Head 

Teachers (September, 2010) 
 

Shortage of head and deputy head teachers in faith schools exacerbated by religious discrimination 
 
Faith schools can apply religious conditions in the recruitment and employment of their head and deputy 
teachers and by doing so they reduce the pool of applicants who apply to fill these posts at their school. 
 
The current national shortage of head and deputy teachers is worse in faith schools, and the reports 
confirms that as a sector faith schools receive fewer applications when advertising for a new head or 
deputy head teacher, are more likely to re-advertise to fill a head or deputy head teacher post and are 
more likely for a head or deputy head teacher post to remain unfilled than in non-faith schools. 
 
In its conclusion the report noted that: 
‘A recurring theme throughout these annual reports has been the relative difficulty faith schools, and 
especially Roman Catholic schools, have experienced in recruiting new head teachers.” 

 
http://www.naht.org.uk/welcome/resources/key-topics/leadership/the-state-of-the-labour-market-for-
senior-staff/?locale=en 
 
 

 

23rd Annual Report of Senior Staff Appointments in Schools in England and Wales, by Education 
Data Surveys (January, 2008) 

 
Shortage of head teachers in faith schools exacerbated by religious discrimination 
 
“Church schools continued to face greater difficulties in recruiting a new head teacher than community 
schools. There was a small improvement amongst Roman Catholic schools in 2006/07 but a slight 
worsening of the situation for Church of England schools.”  
 
http://secondary.newham.gov.uk/Secondary%20standards%20page/23rd%20Annual%20Report.pdf  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.naht.org.uk/welcome/resources/key-topics/leadership/the-state-of-the-labour-market-for-senior-staff/?locale=en
http://www.naht.org.uk/welcome/resources/key-topics/leadership/the-state-of-the-labour-market-for-senior-staff/?locale=en
http://secondary.newham.gov.uk/Secondary%20standards%20page/23rd%20Annual%20Report.pdf


5. Homophobia and LGBT equality 
 

 
Conflicts of Ethos: Issues of Equity and Diversity in Faith-based Schools, by Gerry McNamara and 

James Norman of the University of Dublin (September, 2010) 
 
Advancement of LGBT equality in Catholic Schools in the Republic of Ireland 
 
This report looked at how the development of equality legislation in the Republic of Ireland had impacted 
upon practice in state schools and in particular Catholic Schools. The report focused especially on the 
nature and provision of Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE), and more widely, the needs of those 
who identify as LGBT.  
 
The report found: 
 
‘The research shows that national policies to encourage equality and protect vulnerable minorities, such as 
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) students are implemented in a haphazard way or not at all in 
certain schools. There is evidence that this is the case to a greater extent in schools owned and managed 
by the Catholic Church.’ 
 
‘When those coordinators *of RSE] who had reported that their schools had an RSE policy were asked if it 
included information on lesbian and gay related issues, only 38 per cent from all school types responded 
positively ... moreover, when we look at the different school types, teachers in single-sex Catholic voluntary 
secondary schools were the least likely (25 per cent) to report that their school RSE policy included lesbian 
and gay related issues.’ 
 
 
In its conclusion the report recommended: 
 
‘In the UK, where the situation is very different *to the Republic of Ireland+, it would seem prudent to 
ensure that, if faith based schools are to be further encouraged, the State retains adequate power to 
require compliance with, for example, equality legislation and indeed with the prevailing standards of 
justice and tolerance.’ 
 

This paper is available for free for a limited period at: 

http://ema.sagepub.com/content/38/5/534.full.pdf+html 

 

 
The Teachers’ Report, by Stonewall (February, 2009) 

 
Homophobia in faith schools 
 
Direct quote from the report: 

http://ema.sagepub.com/content/38/5/534.full.pdf+html


“Staff in secondary and primary faith schools are only half as likely to say that homophobic bullying is a 
serious problem in their schools compared to staff in non-faith schools. Two in five staff in faith schools say 
that homophobic bullying never occurs in their schools. However, gay pupils in faith schools are more likely 
to experience homophobic bullying than their peers in non-faith schools. Three quarters of young gay 
people who attend faith schools have experienced homophobic bullying (The School Report). 
Some teachers did explain that the religious ethos of their school or the beliefs of their pupils can be a 
barrier to tackling homophobia or addressing lesbian and gay issues in classrooms.” 
 
http://www.stonewall.org.uk/other/startdownload.asp?openType=forced&documentID=1695 

 

 
The School Report, by Stonewall (2007) 

 
Homophobia in faith schools 
 
Direct quotes from the report: 
“Almost two thirds of young gay people at secondary school, 150,000 pupils, have experienced 
homophobic bullying. In faith schools, that figure rises to three in four.” 
 
“Lesbian and gay pupils who attend faith schools are significantly less likely (23 per cent) to tell someone 
than lesbian and gay pupils who attend non-faith schools. Only four per cent of gay pupils felt able to tell 
their local religious leaders about bullying.” 
 

http://www.stonewall.org.uk/other/startdownload.asp?openType=forced&documentID=1704  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stonewall.org.uk/other/startdownload.asp?openType=forced&documentID=1695
http://www.stonewall.org.uk/other/startdownload.asp?openType=forced&documentID=1704


6. The curriculum (Religious Education, Collective Worship, Sex and 
Relationships Education) 

 
 

Opting Out of Religious Education: The Views of Young People from Minority Belief 
Backgrounds, by Queen’s University Belfast (October 2010) 

 
Failure of opt out clauses for Collective Worship and Religious Education to protect and respect the rights 
of those who do not wish to participate 
 
The report looked at whether the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion and belief of those 
from minority religion and belief groups in schools in Northern Ireland were sufficiently protected in 
Religious Education and Collective Worship though opt out mechanisms. The report offered the following 
recommendations: 
 
“1. International human rights bodies should recognise that the legislative existence of a right to opt out of 
religious education and collective worship is at times insufficient to protect the beliefs of minority belief 
individuals... 
 
2. International human rights bodies should recognise that while opt-outs may formally protect against 
unwanted indoctrination, opting children out of religious education does not constitute respect for the 
beliefs of those children. States should be encouraged to view their obligations of respecting and fulfilling 
the right to freedom of religion as ones that include the teaching of a range of belief systems within the 
RE curriculum and the wider school curriculum... 
 
3. When doctrinal or confessional religious education is permitted to be taught in schools, international 
human rights bodies should consider protecting the right to freedom of religion of minority belief 
individuals by requesting states to operate an opt-in rather than an opt-out mechanism...  
 
4. International human rights bodies should be prepared to examine complaints to do with religious liberty 
in schools under the child’s independent right to freedom of religion rather than under a parental right... 
 
10. Where opt-outs are requested, schools should make every effort to provide alternative activities that 
are educational... 
 
12. Schools should issue clear information to parents about the aims and purposes of their RE teaching. In 
particular they should clarify if their intentions are to promote a particular faith position or alternatively to 
teach inclusively about religion in a balanced manner that is acceptable to people of all faiths and those of 
no religion. 
 
13. All schools should review the content and approach of their Religious Education curriculum and 
periods of collective worship with the aim of making each more inclusive and welcoming of diversity in 
order to minimise the need for parents to withdraw their children... 
 
14. Schools should deploy properly trained teachers for RE as for any other subject; the use of RE as a 
timetable-filler is unacceptable. Teachers should be made aware of their responsibilities in relation to 



people of minority belief, including the importance of using inclusive language and creating an ethos of 
inclusion.” [bold our emphasis] 
 
http://qub.ac.uk/schools/SchoolofLaw/Research/researchfilestore/Filetoupload,218867,en.pdf  
 
 

 

Sex and Relationship Education: Views from teachers, parents and governors, commissioned by 
the National Confederation of Parent Teacher Associations, the National Association of Head 

Teachers, the National Governors Association and Durex (October 2010) 

 
Poor provision of Sex and Relationships Education in schools 
 
This report demonstrates the widespread support for Sex and Relationships Education (SRE) taught in 
schools among parents, school leaders and governors. Currently SRE is an optional subject that schools do 
not have to provide for their pupils. The only compulsory sex education that they have to supply comes as 
part of teaching the biological aspects of human growth and reproduction as part of the National 
Curriculum for Science. 
 
The report found that 90% of parents and 93% of Governors thought schools should be involved in 
providing SRE, but that 80% of teachers did not feel sufficiently well trained and confident to talk about 
SRE. Only 9% of school leaders rated the teaching materials available to them as ‘very useful’. More than 
one in four school leaders and a fifth of governors believed that the provision of SRE in schools was failing 
children by preparing them for the future ‘not well’ or ‘not at all well’.  
 
The report recommends in its conclusion that SRE should be made compulsory and for more teacher 
training and resources to be provided to aid in its provision. 
 
http://www.nga.org.uk/uploadfiles/SRE%20Education%20Views%20from%20teachers%20parents%20and
%20governors.pdf  
 
 

 

This Is Our Faith: Guidance on the teaching of religious education in Catholic schools in Scotland 
(June 2010) 

 
Instructional Religious Education in Scottish Catholic Schools 
 
The guidance was released by the Scottish Catholic Education Service on behalf of the Bishops’ Conference 
of Scotland and set out their view on how Religious Education should be taught in Catholic schools in the 
country. 
 
The guidance makes clear that Religious Education should be overtly instructional, focus primarily on 
Catholicism and not consider non-religious life stances. 
 

http://qub.ac.uk/schools/SchoolofLaw/Research/researchfilestore/Filetoupload,218867,en.pdf
http://www.nga.org.uk/uploadfiles/SRE%20Education%20Views%20from%20teachers%20parents%20and%20governors.pdf
http://www.nga.org.uk/uploadfiles/SRE%20Education%20Views%20from%20teachers%20parents%20and%20governors.pdf


The report noted that: 
 
“At all times, however, Catholic teachers should be aware of their vocation to promote the distinctive 
beliefs, values and practices of the Catholic community.” 
 
“Catholic schools must not renounce their own characteristics and Christian‐oriented educational 
programmes when children of another religion are enrolled” 
 
“The central purpose of religious education in the Catholic school is to assist learners to make an informed, 
mature response to God’s call to relationship.” 
 
“... Catholic religious education is ‘confessional’ in nature. In particular, teachers should avoid taking a 
phenomenological approach, thus presenting all denominations or faiths as equally true. While 
respecting pupils’ opinions and faith backgrounds, teachers must propose Roman Catholic beliefs and 
values as objectively true.” [bold our emphasis] 
 
“As the focus of learning and teaching will be, above all, on Catholic Christianity, the proportion of time 
allocated to learning about other world religions will be limited. However, explicit phenomenological study 
of stances for living which may be independent of religious belief will not form part of the content of 
religious education in Catholic schools.” [bold our emphasis] 
 
http://www.sces.uk.com/attachments/download/185/This%20Is%20Our%20Faith%20draft%20March%202
011.pdf  
 
 

 
Transforming religious education, by Ofsted (June 2010) 

 
Poor provision of Religious Education 
 
Although Religious Education (RE) is a statutory subject which must be taught in state funded schools, it is 
not part of the National Curriculum in England and Wales. Most faith schools teach RE according to their 
own syllabus, while all other state schools in England and Wales provide RE that follows a syllabus 
produced by their local authority. 
 
Ofsted’s report found that since 2007 the standards of RE provision in secondary schools had fallen, that 
there was ‘very significant variability in the quantity and quality of support for RE provided to schools by 
local authorities’ and called on the Department for Education to review these current local arrangements 
for RE. 
 
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-
type/Thematic-reports/Transforming-religious-education  
 
 

 

http://www.sces.uk.com/attachments/download/185/This%20Is%20Our%20Faith%20draft%20March%202011.pdf
http://www.sces.uk.com/attachments/download/185/This%20Is%20Our%20Faith%20draft%20March%202011.pdf
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Thematic-reports/Transforming-religious-education
http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Publications-and-research/Browse-all-by/Documents-by-type/Thematic-reports/Transforming-religious-education


7. Stance of other groups on faith schools and issues of religion in 
education 
 

 
Religion and Education: A Human Rights Perspective, by The Irish Human Rights Commission 

(May 2011) 
 

Investigation into how the provision of education in Ireland can better meet international and domestic 
human rights standards 
 
The overarching recommendation of this report is for there to be a greater diversity in the type of schools 
provided in the Republic of Ireland in order to try and better represent the diversity of religious and non-
religious beliefs held in society. Currently the large majority of schools are run by the Roman Catholic 
Church.  
 
The Accord Coalition believes this solution is deeply unsatisfactory, that pupils should not be divided along 
lines of religious and non-religious belief in education and that the rights of children, teachers and families 
can be best served by having all state schools open and suitable to children and staff of every background, 
no matter what their (or in the case of children) their parents’ beliefs, regardless of the school’s own 
religious or philosophical foundation or ethos. 
 
However, the reports finds that if the State ‘... chooses to retain the current patronage model with a 
majority of patrons being religious denominations, significant modifications will be required to meet 
human right standards’ (p 104). These include the State taking ‘... sufficient care that information and 
knowledge included in the curriculum is conveyed in an objective, critical and pluralistic manner with the 
aim of enabling pupils to develop a critical mind with regard to religion in a calm atmosphere which is free 
from misplaced proselytism (p 104). It also recommended ‘that the State should continue to seek to 
promote religious harmony and understanding between groups, including those of a secular viewpoint’ and 
‘... that the remit of School Inspectors should include inspection of how religion classes are conducted in 
schools’ (p105). 
 
The RE syllabuses of most faith schools in the UK can be narrow, overtly instructional and do not have to 
cover the broad range of beliefs held in society, while the RE taught does not have to be inspected by 
Government inspectors or scrutinized by local authorities responsible for education. 

 
http://www.ihrc.ie/download/pdf/religionandeducationpdf.pdf  

 
 

 
Joint Committee on Human Rights: Report on the Equality Bill (March, 2010) 

 
Legality of religious discrimination in faith schools 

 

http://www.ihrc.ie/download/pdf/religionandeducationpdf.pdf


The Joint Committee on Human Rights (JCHR) is a prestigious group of MPs and peers from all parties. Its 
report on the Equality Bill (now the Equality Act 2010) argued that the rights of teachers and prospective 
pupils may not be adequately protected by laws on faith schools. 
 
On teachers 
The report argues that faith schools “may be in breach of” European employment law for the way that they 
discriminate against teachers. This is because – unlike other employers with a religious ethos – faith 
schools are able to restrict posts to coreligionists without needing to justify doing so on a case-by-case 
basis. 
 
The report also questions whether changes made to the law in 2006 that extended the scope of religious 
discrimination permissible in certain posts in faith schools were legal under European law. 
 
On school admissions 
The report says that the current law allowing schools with a religious character to have religious admissions 
requirements “may be overdrawn” and that the government’s defence of this exemption is misguided. 
While the report does not argue that the whole principle of allowing schools to select by religion is wrong 
in law, it questions whether it is legal to allow faith schools to discriminate irrespective of whether doing so 
helps protect their religious character in reality. 
 
The report makes the point that many Church of England schools already do not have religious admissions 
requirements and, in the opinion of the Church, this has not undermined their religious character. This fact 
undermines the case for religious admissions criteria in those schools where they remain.  
 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt200910/jtselect/jtrights/73/73.pdf  
 
 

 
Equality and Excellence: Policies to Improve 5-19 Education in English Schools and Colleges, by 

Liberal Democrats (March, 2009) 
 

At their spring 2009 Conference the Liberal Democrats adopted this paper as Party policy, and reaffirmed 
their commitment to it at their 2010 autumn Conference. The policy paper stated that  
 
“Our aspiration is that the school and college experience is one in which horizons are broadened and an 
opportunity is provided to mix with those from other social backgrounds, cultures, races and religions or 
beliefs.” 
 
“We would set down broad guidance on religious education at a national level and ensure that religious 
education in state funded schools educates young people about people’s beliefs and practise in terms of 
the main religious belief systems. It should not specify what pupils themselves should believe and practise. 
 
However, faith schools would still be free to offer their pupils religious instruction in the schools’ own faith, 
subject to pupils being able to opt out where they have attained the maturity to make that decision for 
themselves and subject to parental decision until that point.” 
 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/jt200910/jtselect/jtrights/73/73.pdf


“We are also concerned that faith-based admissions (where that leads to racial and religious segregation of 
children) could be socially divisive, particularly in the context of the greater ethnic and religious diversity of 
21st century Britain. We believe that state funded schools should not be places that reinforce existing 
divisions within and between communities. We recognise that many faith schools do not apply faith based 
admissions criteria but are no less faith schools as a result. 
 
We recognise that all teachers (whatever their beliefs) have a duty to uphold the ethos of the school, but 
we believe that no teacher should run the risk of having their career options narrowed on the basis of their 
religious beliefs or their lifestyle. Nor should pupils be denied access to the best teachers as a result of 
discrimination on the basis of religion. Liberal Democrats have always opposed the exemption that exists in 
employment law allowing faith schools to reserve a proportion of posts for teachers who profess a specific 
religion. 
 
Balancing these freedoms, rights and aspirations is not easy. It requires compromises. Liberal Democrats 
would: 
• Allow parents to continue to choose faith-based schools within the state funded sector, and allow the 
establishment of new faith schools. 
• Ban selection by faith from new faith schools ... 
• End the opt out from employment and equalities legislation for staff in faith schools, except those 
responsible for religious instruction. 
• Require schools who choose to hold assemblies to ensure that any act of collective worship is optional for 
pupils who are old enough to decide for themselves and otherwise for parents.” 
 
http://accordcoalition.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/Lib-Dem-89_-_Equity_and_Excellence.pdf  
 
A brief overview of the Liberal Democrat’s faith school policy can be found at: 
http://hsld.org.uk/resources/sites/84.234.17.197-49242c4186b676.15571626/Faith+schools+briefing.doc  
 
 

 

Right to Divide? Faith Schools and Community Cohesion, a Runnymede Trust report by Dr Rob 
Berkeley (December, 2008) 

 
A major report which focused on how faith schools operate. The researchers examined religious schools in 
their full historical, cultural, political and educational context and consulted with over 1000 stakeholders 
(teachers, parents, students, educationalists, governors etc). 
The recommendations of the report were: 
 
1. End selection on the basis of faith 
Faith schools should be for the benefit of all in society rather than just some. If faith schools are convinced 
of their relevance for society, then that should apply equally for all children. With state funding comes an 
obligation to be relevant and open to all citizens. 
 
2. Children should have a greater say in how they are educated 
Children’s rights are as important as parents’ rights. While the debate about faith schools is characterized 
by discussions of parental choice of education, there is little discussion about children’s voice. 

http://accordcoalition.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/Lib-Dem-89_-_Equity_and_Excellence.pdf
http://hsld.org.uk/resources/sites/84.234.17.197-49242c4186b676.15571626/Faith+schools+briefing.doc


 
3. RE should be part of the core national curriculum 
Provision for learning about religion is too often poor in schools without a religious character. Provision for 
learning about religions beyond that of the sponsoring faith in faith schools is also inadequate. 
 
4. Faith schools should also serve the most disadvantaged 
Despite histories based on challenging poverty and inequality, and high-level pronouncements that suggest 
a mission to serve the most disadvantaged in society, faith schools educate a disproportionately small 
number of young people at the lowest end of the socio-economic scale. 
 
5. Faith schools must value all young people 
People cherish facets of their identities beyond their faith, and these also need to be the focus of learning 
in faith schools – and valued within them. Similarly, religious identities should be more highly valued within 
schools that don’t have a religious character. 
 
6. If these recommendations are acted upon, faith should continue to play an important role in our 
education system 
Faith schools should remain a significant and important part of our education system, offering diversity in 
the schooling system as a means of improving standards, offering choice to parents and developing 
effective responses to local, national and global challenges in education. 
 
 http://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/publications/pdfs/RightToDivide-2008.pdf   
 
 

 

In Good Faith: The Report of the Executive’s Task Group on Faith Schools, the National Union of 
Teachers (2008) 

 
Direct quotes from the NUT position paper: 
 
“Comprehensive education based on equality should enable the accommodation of beliefs within which 
faith groups and non-faith groups can attend happily.” 
 
“In most cases the full civil rights of LGBT staff and pupils will not be inconsistent with the right to religious 
freedom. In cases where there is any conflict, however, the NUT unequivocally supports the right to race, 
gender and LGBT equality.” 
 
“In order for there to be equality of access to education, there must be in place a fair and equitable pupil 
admissions process. Common admissions arrangements are the key to achieving this goal. The NUT has 
supported consistently the concept of local admissions forums. Initiatives such as the cross borough 
admissions forum in London are a step forward. Local admissions forums must have teeth. No admissions 
procedure should be in place which advantages one school at the expense of another, including faith 
schools.” 
 
“The NUT has endorsed the recommendation of the IPPR research that no school should be its own 
admission authority.” 

http://www.runnymedetrust.org/uploads/publications/pdfs/RightToDivide-2008.pdf


 
“In order to foster community cohesion it is vital that schools with a religious character are inclusive of all 
faiths (and none).” 
 
“Given that public money is used to fund schools with a religious character, the Executive believes that 
such schools must be open to the wider community in the interests of fostering social and community 
cohesion That does not mean to say that needs of communities with different faiths should not be 
provided for in within schools. In fact there is every argument for the curriculum and staffing to respond 
positively both to the diversity of faiths within schools and to the needs of those with no religious 
affiliation.” 
 
“In dealing with sensitive issues especially those involving faith and education, an approach that 
emphasises pragmatism and establishing common understanding is essential. The needs and wishes of 
faith communities should be considered, including the diverse views within the NUT membership. The aim 
of achieving equity and community cohesion which takes into account the needs of religious groups and 
those of no religious affiliation should be based on a reciprocal approach where all schools whatever their 
existing status play their part in achieving those aims. A convergence of “reasonable accommodation” from 
both the faith school and non-faith school sectors is essential.” 
 
“The NUT is opposed to admissions policies which either privilege or discriminate against children on the 
basis of the beliefs, motivations or practices of their parents.”  
“Reasonable accommodations should be made to meet the religious needs of all pupils. For many years 
now many schools have attempted to be inclusive of faith communities. Examples of such ‘reasonable 
accommodations’ include; 
 
• provision of adequate private prayer space within schools; 
• recognising religious holidays which embrace all faiths; 
• flexible arrangements around school uniform to allow for religious and cultural differences; and 
• provision of suitable food in school canteens catering for all religious requirements. 
 
All of the above actions can be seen as good practice and inclusive. The motivation behind schools making 
efforts to meet the religious and cultural wishes of parents and communities is often a desire to welcome 
diversity in the student/pupil population. Many schools wish to have an ethos that brings together children 
from different ethnic and cultural backgrounds whilst making accommodations to meet individual needs.” 
 
“The Non-Statutory National Framework for RE and the requirements of local SACREs should apply equally 
to all schools and subject to the same inspection arrangements.” 
 
“The issue of collective worship is in need of re-examining, particularly its requirement within the 1988 
Education Reform Act to be ‘wholly or mainly of a Christian character’ in order to eliminate the need for 
withdrawal from school assemblies. Inclusive school assemblies must replace ‘collective worship’, with 
separate optional prayers and worship for those that require them.” 
 
“In addition, schools must make provision for religious education to promote education about religion and 
learning from religion and to encourage respect and mutual understanding. Impartial, fair and balanced 
teaching about all major worldviews, including nonreligious ones, in RE, provide all children an 
understanding of the range of beliefs found in a multicultural society and the values shared by most 
religions and ethical worldviews.” 



 
“No child should be exempt from receiving Sex and Relationships Education (SRE). This is an essential area 
of the curriculum. The teaching of Sex and Relationships Education (SRE) can occur within single-sex classes 
in order to allow teachers to cater for specific needs during SRE sessions. In addition SRE should be taught 
in a values framework.” 
 
“Equal employment rights within schools are paramount to social cohesion. Schools must not discriminate 
against potential employees based on their religious or lack of religious affiliations, their sexual orientation, 
gender identity or their marital or civil partnership status. Schools should also take positive action to tackle 
any under representation of diverse groups.” 
 
http://www.teachers.org.uk/files/In%20Good%20Faith%2028pp%20.pdf  
 
 

 

Faith Schools Commission Report, by the Sea of Faith Network (2008) 
 
Summary of Recommendations 
 

1. We recommend that no school within the state sector, including faith schools, should be its own 
admissions authority. Faith schools receiving state funding should therefore lose the right to select 
pupils on religious grounds. 

 
2. We recommend that the requirement for compulsory school worship be abolished. All schools 

should be encouraged to hold regular assemblies promoting the values of the school and the social, 
moral, cultural and spiritual development of students. Faith-based schools would be free to include 
an act of collective worship as at present. This would make for a clear demarcation between non-
faith-based and faith-based schools. 

 
3. We recommend that the current system whereby the syllabus for religious education in state 

schools is set by local advisory councils (SACREs) be abolished and replaced by making RE a 
National Curriculum subject. 

 
http://www.sofn.org.uk/docs/sof-faith-schools-commission-report.pdf 
 
 

 

SMF: School Admissions: A Report of the Social Market Foundation Commission (2004) 
 
 
 “The Commission feels able to support the continuing presence of faith schools in the state sector, even 
though there is little evidence to support the notion that faith schools educate children better. It feels that 
preventing religious schools from operating in the state sector would simply lead them to move into the 
private sector, as occurs in Australia. Allowing faith schools to continue, but with open enrolment and 
without any power to select on the basis of faith, is the favoured option. Parents choosing schools on 

http://www.teachers.org.uk/files/In%20Good%20Faith%2028pp%20.pdf
http://www.sofn.org.uk/docs/sof-faith-schools-commission-report.pdf


grounds of religion is deemed acceptable – and there is a liberal argument that parents should be able to 
choose a religious education for their children if they so desire – whereas schools choosing parents on 
religious grounds is not. We note that this will lead to some self-selection by parents into religious schools, 
but this is considered acceptable since faith schools would have to compete on the same terms as other 
schools.”  
 
p25 http://smf.co.uk/assets/files/publications/SchoolAdmissionsCommission.pdf  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://smf.co.uk/assets/files/publications/SchoolAdmissionsCommission.pdf


8. Opinion polls  
 
 

Children and Young People’s View on Education Policy, by the Office of the Children’s 
Commissioner (March, 2011) 

 
Opposition to religious discrimination in admissions among school pupils in England 
 

‘... only one in five (20%) children and young people felt that religion (a proxy for faith schools) should 
be used in admissions criteria and nearly two-thirds (64%) felt religion should not be part of school’s 
selection criteria (and 16% were unsure). The focus group participants also tended to hold strong 
views against selection on religious grounds, as; “you shouldn't be judged on your religion, and 
everyone should be treated equally” (girl, Year 8). Various participants across the different focus 
groups described faith-based selection as “racist” and another described it as “discrimination” (girl, 
Year 10)’ P27. 
 
 

 

Q. Children and young people [from years 5 to 11] who felt it was right that secondary schools 
choose pupils to go to their school because of their religion (“weighted by pupil background 
characteristics”) 
 

Yes % No % Not sure % Total % Number  

20  64  16  100  1925  

 
 
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/force_download.php?fp=%2Fclient_assets%2Fcp%2Fpublicatio
n%2F483%2FChildrens_and_young_peoples_views_of_education_policy.pdf  
 
 

 

Daybreak survey on religion for ITV, by YouGov (September, 2010) 
 
The importance of a school’s religious character to parents 
 

 
 

Q. Which, if any, of the following are/ were important to you when choosing which school to 
send your child/ children to? (Please select up to three – parents only.) 
 

 
 

Total  
 

Total 
 

Performance of the school  
 

66% 
 

Curriculum 
 

22% 
 

How easy it was to get to  
 

34 % 
 

Religion of the school 
 

9% 
 

The area the school was in  
 

33% 
 

Where my child(s) friends went 
 

9% 
 

Where my child/ children wanted to go  
 

24% 
 

Extracurricular activities on offer 
 

7% 
    

http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/force_download.php?fp=%2Fclient_assets%2Fcp%2Fpublication%2F483%2FChildrens_and_young_peoples_views_of_education_policy.pdf
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/force_download.php?fp=%2Fclient_assets%2Fcp%2Fpublication%2F483%2FChildrens_and_young_peoples_views_of_education_policy.pdf


Facilities  23% That it is a same/ mixed-sex school 4% 
 

Class sizes 
 

23%   

 

 
http://today.yougov.co.uk/sites/today.yougov.co.uk/files/YG-Archives-Life-YouGov-DaybreakReligion-
130910.pdf 
 
 

 

Faith Schools Survey for Channel 4, by ICM (August 2010) 
 
Among questions posed, the survey asked respondents the following: 
 

 
 

Q. Which one of the following statements do you most agree with? 
 

 

Total 
 

You cannot blame parents for doing whatever they can to get their 
child in their preferred school  
 

 

37% 
 

 

It is wrong for parents to pretend they belong to a religion in order to 
get their child into a faith school 60% 
 

 

60 % 

 

Don't know 
 

 

3% 

 
 

 

Q. The government is expanding the number of state funded faith 
schools, including Muslim schools. Which one of the following 
statements do you most agree with? 
 

 
 

Total 

 

Faith schools are an important part of our education system and if 
there are Anglican, Catholic and Jewish state-funded schools there 
should also be Muslim ones 
 

 

27% 

 

Faith schools are an important part of our education system but the 
government should not be funding Muslim schools 
 

 

10 % 

 

Schools should be for everyone regardless of religion and the 
government should not be funding faith schools of any kind 
 

 
 

59% 

 
 

Refused 
 

 

<1% 

 

Don't know 
 

 

4% 

 

 
http://www.icmresearch.co.uk/pdfs/2010_august_c4_FaithSchools.pdf 
 
 

http://today.yougov.co.uk/sites/today.yougov.co.uk/files/YG-Archives-Life-YouGov-DaybreakReligion-130910.pdf
http://today.yougov.co.uk/sites/today.yougov.co.uk/files/YG-Archives-Life-YouGov-DaybreakReligion-130910.pdf
http://www.icmresearch.co.uk/pdfs/2010_august_c4_FaithSchools.pdf


Accord Coalition Opinion Poll, by YouGov (July 2010) 
 
Collective worship 
 
“Michael Gove [the Secretary of state for Education] comes under further pressure today, as the Accord 
Coalition releases the results of a commissioned YouGov online poll which asked the public about if people 
supported or opposed replacing the laws on collective worship with a requirement that schools, including 
faith schools, should instead hold assemblies which consider spiritual, moral and ethical issues shared by 
different religions, as well as by those who are not religious. The proposal was supported by 43% of GB 
adults and opposed by 30%.” 
 
http://accordcoalition.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Accord-Coalition-Opinion-Poll-by-YouGov-July-
2010.xls 
 
 

 

Accord Coalition Opinion Poll, by YouGov (June, 2009) 
 
Community cohesion, religious discrimination in employment and RE 
 
“A new poll released by Accord has revealed the depth of public concern about faith school practices. The 
survey, released to coincide with the committee stage of the Equality Bill, found that 57% of people ‘agreed 
or strongly agreed’ that “state funded schools that select students by their religion undermine community 
cohesion”, while only 19% ‘disagreed or strongly disagreed’. 
 
The poll also found that: 

 72% ‘agreed or strongly agreed’ that “all state funded schools should operate recruitment and 
employment policies that do not discriminate on grounds of religion or belief”, with only 9 % 
disagreeing or strongly disagreeing. 

 75% ‘agreed or strongly agreed’ that “all state funded schools should teach an objective and 
balanced syllabus for education about a wide range of religious and non-religious beliefs”, with 8% 
disagreeing or strongly disagreeing” 

 
http://today.yougov.co.uk/sites/today.yougov.co.uk/files/YG-Archives-lif-accord-faithschools-090624.pdf 
 
 

 
Opinion Poll on Divisions in Britain, Commissioned by the EHRC (February, 2009) 

 
“Three in five (60%) of the general population and two in three (66%) of those in ethnic minority groups 
think religion is more divisive than race today.”  
 
http://uscmediareligion.org/?theGet&gID=601  
 
 

http://accordcoalition.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Accord-Coalition-Opinion-Poll-by-YouGov-July-2010.xls
http://accordcoalition.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Accord-Coalition-Opinion-Poll-by-YouGov-July-2010.xls
http://today.yougov.co.uk/sites/today.yougov.co.uk/files/YG-Archives-lif-accord-faithschools-090624.pdf
http://uscmediareligion.org/?theGet&gID=601


 
ICM survey: head teachers opposed to expansion of faith schools and academies (2006) 

 
“The latest findings of the Headspace survey of primary and secondary headteachers, carried out by 
Education Guardian and EdComs, and administered by ICM, shows that many heads are deeply concerned 
about the effects of faith schools on the education system. Of the 801 headteachers who replied to the 
questionnaire - of whom 28% actually work in religious schools - 47% felt there should be either fewer or 
no faith schools, while 32% felt there should be no change. Only 9% agreed with the government's policy 
of increasing the number of faith schools.” [bold our emphasis] 
 
“Heads in the survey fear the long-term consequences of a faith school policy. Only 25% believe the 
presence of schools with a religious character creates more religious tolerance in society; 18% reckon they 
make no difference, while 45% think they actively contribute to less tolerance.” 
 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2006/dec/05/newschools.schools 
 
 

 

ICM faith schools poll (August 2005) 
 
64% of people agree that “the government should not be funding faith schools of any kind” 
 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2005/aug/23/schools.faithschools  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/education/2006/dec/05/newschools.schools
http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2005/aug/23/schools.faithschools


9. Other statistical and general information on faith schools 

 
 

Parliamentary Questions and freedom of information disclosures 

1. Question from Adrian Sanders (Torbay, Lib Dem) on disadvantaged pupils in faith schools 
 
Wed, 25 February 09 | House of Commons - Written Answer  
 
Summary 
The following question was answered on 25 February 2009. 
 
Contents 
Mr. Sanders: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families what the proportion of 
students in receipt of free school meals is in (a) religious and (b) non-religious schools. [253493] 
Sarah McCarthy-Fry: The requested information is shown in the table: 
 

Primary, secondary and special schools (1): school meal arrangements by denomination of school (2—) As at 
January 2008: England 

 Percentage of pupils known to be eligible for free school meals 

Religious schools (3)  11.5 

Other schools 15.7 

 
(1) Includes middle schools as deemed, CTCs, academies and non-maintained special schools. Excludes 
hospital schools. 
(2) Includes pupils with sole and dual main registration. Includes boarders. 
(3) Includes schools of all denominations and religions. Source: School Census 

 
 
2. Question from Ashok Kumar (Middlesbrough South and East Cleveland, Labour) on the number of new 
faith schools designated (12 Jan 2009) 

 
Dr. Kumar: To ask the Secretary of State for Children, Schools and Families how many schools he and his 
predecessors have designated as being of a religious character in each of the last 10 years. [245852] 
 
Jim Knight: The following table shows the number of brand new maintained faith schools that have opened 
in each of the last 10 years. All faith schools are designated as having a religious character under the School 
Standards and Framework Act 1998 and the Religious Character of schools (Designation Procedure) 
Regulations 1998. 
         
Number of new faith schools   
  



1998:   3      2001:    6        2004:   14       2007:   7       
1999:   6        2002:   10  2005:   12       2008:   6       
2000:   3        2003:   10       2006:   7       
 
 
3. Department for Education freedom of information disclosure on the number and percentage of state 
funded schools that are faith schools by their designated faith/ denomination, July 2010 
 

State School 

Religious Character Number % 

Christian 32 0.16 

Church of England (COE) 4598 22.88 

CofE/Christian  1 0.01 

CofE/Free Church 1 0.01 

CofE/Methodis 33 0.16 

CofE/Methodist/United Reform Church/Baptist 1 0.01 

CofE/RC 10 0.05 

Greek Orthodox 1 0.01 

Hindu 1 0.01 

Jewish 38 0.19 

Methodist 26 0.13 

Methodist/CofE 3 0.01 

Muslim 11 0.05 

Quaker 1 0.01 

Roman Catholic 2010 10 

RC/CofE 10 0.05 

Seventh Day Adventist 1 0.01 

Sikh  4 0.02 

United Reformed Church 1 0.01 

 

Academies 



Religious Character Number % 

Christian 25 12.31 

CofE 19 9.35 

CofE/Christian 1 0.49 

Roman Catholic 2 0.98 

 

http://www.education.gov.uk/aboutdfe/foi/disclosuresaboutschools/a0065446/maintained-faith-schools 

 

 
 

Measuring Diversity, by the Centre for Market and Public Organisation (January 2010) 
 
 

Online tool measuring ethnic segregation in English Schools 

 
The Centre for Market and Public Organisation is an independent research centre at the University of 
Bristol funded by the Economic and Social Research Council. They have created this interactive website, 
which shows detailed local statistics on ethnic segregation in schools in England from 2002 onwards and 
allows users to assess the level of segregation by each local authority responsible for education. 
 
http://www.measuringdiversity.org.uk/ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.education.gov.uk/aboutdfe/foi/disclosuresaboutschools/a0065446/maintained-faith-schools
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/
http://www.esrc.ac.uk/
http://www.measuringdiversity.org.uk/


Department for Education statistics on the status and religious character of state funded 
schools in England (January 2010)   

                                                                                                                                             
 

 

  

http://www.education.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000925/sfr09-2010nt.xls  

 

http://www.education.gov.uk/rsgateway/DB/SFR/s000925/sfr09-2010nt.xls


British Humanist Association table on key differences different how types of faith school 
operate (November, 2010) 

 

 
 
http://www.humanism.org.uk/_uploads/documents/schools-with-a-religious-character4.pdf 
 
 

 
 

Department for Education article on differences between faith schools are other state funded 
schools (November, 2010) 

 

http://www.humanism.org.uk/_uploads/documents/schools-with-a-religious-character4.pdf


“An introduction to the role of faith schools and faith academies, and details of the Government's agenda 
for their development” 
 
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/leadership/typesofschools/b0066996/faith-schools 
 
 
REPORT ENDS 

http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/leadership/typesofschools/b0066996/faith-schools

